
  

 

 

 
 

30 Years Ago Today…. 
7.15.10 

 
 
 

Finding Philip, [Jesus] said to him, "Follow me."  (John 1:43, niv) 
 
It was a hot, muggy Tuesday evening at the “Heart of Texas Baptist Encampment” just outside 
Brownwood, TX.   I was one of approximately 500 teenagers attending evening worship in the 
“open tabernacle” (think: stifling heat & mosquitoes large enough to cart off small children.)  I 
remember it like it was yesterday.  After the service, I went to find my Youth Pastor, Jim Hard-
wicke.  I said, “Jim, God’s calling me to follow Him in full-time ministry.”  We knelt down  
together in front of a wooden bench outside the tabernacle and…..the course of my life was  
forever changed.  I was 16. 
 
Only two years earlier, my dad, commenting 
on my high grades in math & science, 
quipped, “Nick, you could be a doctor!”   
Parents often underestimate the power of their 
influence on their children.  Almost immedi-
ately, I set my course for a career in medicine, 
making A’s in Latin & Honors Biology. 
 
But God had other plans. 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was martyred for his faith in April, 1945, by Hitler’s Third Reich.  In his 
classic work, “The Cost of Discipleship,” he wrote, “When Christ calls a man, He bids him 
come and die.”  On July 15, 1980, Nick’s plans, ambitions & goals all died.  Bonhoeffer de-
scribes it this way:  “The call to follow Jesus at once produces a new situation….In the gospels, 
the very first step a person must take is an act which radically affects his/her whole existence.”  
I’ll confess—I was scared to death.  I remember telling a friend, “It was like walking off a cliff 
blindfolded. Until that night, I had my life neatly planned out.  Then Jesus showed up—and all 
heaven broke loose.”  
 
After we prayed together, Jim encouraged me to write my decision down in my Bible—which I 
did.  I still have that Bible.  (See picture above.) 
 
The next morning, my Music Pastor, Bob Griffin, said something to me I’ll never forget.  He 
said, “Nick, remember—if you can be happy doing anything else, God hasn’t called you.”  The 
past 30 years have not all been pretty.  In fact, some of it has been brutally painful.  But when 

did Jesus say following Him would be safe or predictable?  Following 
the wild, untamable Lion of Judah has been nothing short of an ad-
venture full of—as Mike Yaconelli describes it - “dangerous wonder.” 
And I couldn’t be happy doing anything else. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria, Nick 

 


